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was based mainly on misreading of the Indian law on the subject, and a misconception of the state of things in England ; and it was unanimously rejected after full consideration by his European and Indian colleagues The other point on which he differed was that he proposed that the higher ranks of the service in India should be recruited by open competition, a view which did not commend itself either to his colleagues in the Commission or to any of the Governments concerned
It was very striking to find m the course of our work in every Province of India how thoroughly alive all the best officers of Government were to the abuses which prevailed in the police, and how eager they were to see them remedied No one among the non-official community who had suffered from police oppression or police blundering spoke more strongly about the necessity of reform than many of the police officers and magistrates who were examined. The Commission submitted a report which certainly showed that the state of the police was in many respects unsatisfactory, and proved the clear necessity for far-reaching reform But this report was the outcome, not so much of ill-judged or ill-informed statements made by prejudiced persons outside the force, as of the statements of earnest police officers as to the difficulties against which they had to contend, and the evils against which they had constantly to be on their guard.
There still remained about the lower grades of the force, to some extent, the traditions of the old native system, where extortion and oppression had flourished unchecked In these older days before our rule, village watchmen, and heads of villages, and even higher officials had connived at crime, and had harboured offenders in return for a share of the booty. Immunity from robbery and theft had been purchased either by a kind of tax paid to the criminal classes or by shelter afforded to them on the condition that they confined their operations to strangers. These things are not mythical stories of a forgotten past. In the course of my own service I have known places in which watchmen were em-